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Theme of the conference:
Bridging Divides for Water

The World Water Forum is held every three years
as a joint venture between the World Water
Council and the government of the host country.
The conference is the main water-related event
in the world and is aimed at putting water firmly

on the international agenda. The 5™ World Water

Forum was held in Istanbul, Turkey, from 16 -
22"9 March 2009.

The forum is a stepping stone towards global
collaboration on water challenges that offers
the world water community and policy and
decision makers an opportunity to come together
to create links, debate and formulate solutions

to water security.

WORLD WATER FORUM
PUTS WATER FIRMLY ON THE

DA

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry
(DWAF) co-ordinated an exhibition that was held
in conjunction with the conference and at which
the successes notched in the South African water
sector were showcased. Umgeni Water was
among several South African water institutions
that were invited by DWAF to participate in the
forum. Umgeni Water took part in the exhibition,
along with the Water Institute of South Africa
(WISA), Department of Provincial and Local
Government (DPLG), Rand Water, Magalies
Water, South African Local Government
Association (SALGA), Eskom and the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research.

The exhibition showcased the work of the invited
institutions and also served as a point of
distribution for audio visual material and
promotional water sector documents. The
exhibition stand was visited by about 300 people
daily.
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South Africa has launched a bid to host the 6™
World Water Forum in 2012 in Durban. France
and Canada are competing with South Africa
for the event. If the conference is hosted in South
Africa, it will mean that water problems and
challenges unique to sub-Saharan Africa will be
the central point of focus, along with water sector
science, technology and engineering
accomplishments.

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry
hosted a “happy hour” in Istanbul at which a
presentation was done on why the 6™ World
Water Forum should be held in South Africa. The
presentation team comprised the Minister of
DWAF, Lindiwe Hendricks; the Director- General
of DWAF, Pam Yako; and the eThekwini Metro
Municipal Manager, Mike Sutcliffe. South Africa
is a pioneer with regards to enabling legislative
and policy frameworks; it also has extensive
experience in dealing with implementation
challenges in water and sanitafion.

Participating countries had a common vision
regarding water - water sustains human life and
the environment. Heads of states, stakeholders
and governments agreed that water is about
connecting people, cultures and economies.

Government Ministers declared at the forum that
there is an urgent need for new policies, strategies
and institutional reform in order to address global
water challenges. The formulation of new policies,
strategies and possible reform initiatives would
require conftributions by local elected
administrations and water users, financial

mechanisms, infernational commitments,
technology and innovation.

Government Ministers reaffirmed support for
efforts to reach the Millennium Development
Goals pertaining to access to safe water and
proper sanitation. They pledged to do this through
enabling policies.

Areas covered at the 5™ World Water Forum

included:

Improving water use for agriculture

Country-led development projects

Preventing pollution

Investing in wastewater freatment

Improving water-related monitoring

systems and improving governance at

natfional level

e Scientific research

J Development and adoption of new
technologies

There was also acknowledgement of the
discussions within the United Nations regarding
human rights and access to safe drinking water
and sanitation (recognising that access to safe
drinking water is a basic human need).
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