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Status of water resources in Umgeni Water’s supply area as 
at Friday, 14th January 2022

Issued by the Corporate Stakeholder Management Unit, Umgeni Water

Torrential rains over the past two weeks have had a significant positive impact on the 15 dams that are operated and managed 
by Umgeni Water. On Friday, 14th January 2022, 11 of them continued to overflow, illustrating the strong state of the region’s 
water resource availability. 

For the first time in seven years, Albert Falls – the largest dam in KwaZulu-Natal – exceeded 80%, after gaining 15% in a 
week. On 8th January 2022, Albert Falls Dam was at 68, 27%; on 14th January 2022, it reached 83, 07%. A year ago, on 15th 
January 2021, it was at 34, 66%.

Albert Falls, one of six dams in the Mgeni System, has been the recipient of good rains in its catchments and spills from 
upstream Midmar Dam. Albert Falls Dam provides the water needs of the Durban region through the Durban Heights Water 
Treatment Works. Water is released from Albert Falls Dam into Nagle Dam and gravity fed through four aqueducts from 
Nagle Dam to the Durban Heights Water Treatment Works for treatment and supply to eThekwini Water and Sanitation for 
reticulation to the north, south, central and inner west of Durban.

Month to date rainfall received in the catchments of Albert Falls Dam – from 1st January 2022 to the present – amounted to 
108 mm, which is about 40% of the monthly maximum. Good rains are predicted for Umgeni Water’s supply area until the 
early autumn months of 2022.

Four of the other five dams in the Mgeni System – Mearns, Spring Grove, Midmar and Inanda – are at between 100, 58% 
and 119, 23% and spilling. The exception is Nagle Dam, which is at 93, 56%. Small volumes of water are being released from 
Albert Falls Dam, which will raise the level of Nagle Dam. Mearns, Midmar, Nagle and Inanda have been at similar levels from 
a year ago, on 15th January 2021. Spring Gove Dam, however, has made significant gains from a week and a year ago. On 
8th January 2022, it was at 92%, against its current 100, 58%. A year ago it was at 67, 54%.

The Mgeni System is the largest system in Umgeni Water’s operational area. It supplies the municipalities of uMgungundlovu, 
Msunduzi, eThekwini and parts of Ugu.

Rainfall received in the Mgeni System from 1st January 2022 to the present:
o Means Dam (Mooi River): 137 mm, which is higher than the monthly average
o Spring Grove Dam: 104 mm, which is also higher than the monthly average
o Midmar Dam: 99 mm
o Nagle Dam: 37 mm
o Inanda Dam: 50 mm
The total collective raw water storage in the Mgeni System is currently at 96%, which means that the amount of water available 
for treatment and supply to municipalities is in a strong state and there is no risk of shortages occurring in the short-term to 
medium-term. It is estimated that there is sufficient water available to last another 15 months, well into the coming winter 
months and beyond. In the next rainfall cycle – September 2022 to February 2023 – water resource availability in storage 
dams are expected to improve further with rainfall received.

In the north of Durban, Hazelmere Dam, outside Verulam, has also been a beneficiary of good rains over the past two weeks. 
On 14th January 2022, this dam was at 55%, after dropping 7% through planned releases from it that began on Saturday, 
8th January 2022. A year ago, the dam was at a similar level in order to ensure compliance with dam safety protocols. The 
releases were necessary to maintain a safe operating level, set at 53% in the interim pending completion of the raising of 
the wall project. At 55%, storage in the dam does not pose a risk to the under-construction dam wall, which is expected to be 
completed in the third quarter or fourth quarter of 2022. The wall is being raised to increase storage capacity of the dam in 
order to reduce risk of future water shortages.

At 55%, the amount of water available is sufficient to meet the full demand of eThekwini Water and Sanitation to supply north 
of Durban, and of iLembe District Municipality/Siza Water to supply Ballito, Ndwedwe, Umhlali and Groutville. In Maphumulo, 
the level of iMvustshane Dam was at 71%, approximately 4% down from a week ago, but 4% higher than a year ago.

In the Middle South Coast, the four dams operated and managed by Umgeni Water – Umzinto, Nungwane, EJ Smith and 
Mhlabatshane – are all at full capacity. Moderate rainfall, ranging from 17 mm to 43 mm, was received at these dams in month 
to date. Highest rainfall in the Middle South Coast was recorded at Mtwalume, where 63 mm was received. There is adequate 
water available to meet full demand of Ugu District Municipality for it to supply consumers in Kelso, Pennington, Umzinto, Park 
Rynie and surrounding areas. The four dams have remained at similar levels since January 2021.

In Ixopo, the level of Home Farm Dam was at a stable 114% on 14th January 2022. A week ago it was at the same level. There 
is 46% improvement from a year ago. This dam supplies the town of Ixopo and surrounding areas. There is sufficient water 
available to meet the full demands of Harry Gwala District Municipality.


